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FIGHTING HEARTACHE
WITH HOPE
A Voice for Lil Olive is a new
feature documentary film from
Pete Schuermann that spotlights
the life-changing bond between a
family and its rescue dog. Its 2017
release will add to and amplify the
voices of tens of thousands who,
in following Lil Olive’s story on social
media, have been inspired to fight
the cruel puppy mill industry.
WHY MAKE THIS FILM?
According to the Humane Society
of the United States, there are
approximately 10,000 licensed
and unlicensed puppy mills in the
U.S. Licensed facilities alone produce
more than a million puppies each year by
breeding roughly 100,000 female dogs;
the figures for unlicensed puppy mill
breeders are unknown. What is known is
that more than 2 million puppy mill dogs
are sold annually.
Lil Olive was once among those statistics.
She spent almost 13 years in a tiny cage,
enduring the abuse and neglect that is the
norm inside a puppy mill. Her only value to
the mill owners was in producing litters to
sell, until her body was too damaged and
drained to continue.
She endured this torture in silence,
like so many hundreds of thousands of
mill dogs. That is, until the day she
was rescued.

A Voice for Lil Olive illustrates the indomitable
spirit of a tiny Italian greyhound, and the
inspiring and loving bond that developed
between her and the woman who adopted
her, Pam Horton. On a broader scale, it also
provides viewers with the motivation and the
means to advocate for real progress in the
fight against puppy mills.
A CROWDFUNDING PHENOMENON
With our 2016 Indiegogo campaign, Lil Olive
earned a place with the big dogs. First, our
donors pushed us up to and beyond our
$85,000 goal. Then they launched us into
this year’s Top 10 for film fundraising on the
site. Today, A Voice for Lil Olive stands among
Indiegogo’s 25 most-funded documentaries
ever.
And we’re still not done. Through Indiegogo’s
InDemand program, people from all over the
world — more than 1,200 in total — continue
to support this film.
A POSITIVE AND UPLIFTING TAIL
We believe Lil Olive’s story resonates so
deeply because ultimately, it is a hopeful story.
So while we must expose viewers to some
disturbing realities of puppy mills, we are
committed to being as sensitive as possible
in our approach. A Voice for Lil Olive will
succeed as an uplifting and inspirational essay
on Lil Olive’s post-mill life and the power of
the spirit, both human and animal.

A Voice for Lil Olive will be viewed
for years to come as the definitive
documentary on puppy mills and those
who are fighting to put an end to them.
This film will also inspire people to
examine their own lives to determine how
they can make a difference by speaking
for those who have no voice.

“This documentary is going to be an
absolute must-see. What I love about
A Voice for Lil Olive is that it doesn’t
bombard the viewer with sad images
of puppy mills — it instead focuses on
positive solutions.”
~Victoria Stilwell, world-renowned dog trainer
and star of It’s Me or the Dog

EVERY DOG DESERVES ITS DAY
Through A Voice for Lil Olive the viewer will learn about:
• Lil Olive the Mill Dog. The average pet owner has no
idea that behind every pet shop puppy, there is a Lil
Olive in a puppy mill.
• Lil Olive the Survivor. When she was first rescued,
Lil Olive was refused treatment by numerous
veterinarians because of her appalling medical
condition. We’ll see how she overcame these
obstacles and so many others.
• Lil Olive the Hero. Through creative use of a voiceover app, Pam literally became Lil Olive’s voice on
social media, inspiring thousands of pet owners to
take action and advocate for legislative change on
behalf of animals.
WE HAVE A HUMANE RESPONSIBILITY
A Voice for Lil Olive seeks to be a comprehensive film about the bonds we form
with our pets, what it means to be a pet owner, and our social responsibility to
stop animal abuse. The film, which will primarily be distributed via the Internet,
will also delve into:
• the origins of the American puppy mill industry;
• typical rescue operations, illustrated with
documentary footage;
• celebrity and expert commentary on the puppy
mill industry;
• an exploration, both from professional and
experiential perspectives, of the emotional bond
between human and dog, and a first-hand look
at families whose lives have been transformed by
adopting a rescue animal;
• behavioral traits of puppy mill dogs, to include both
the challenges faced by adopters and the rewards
that come from helping frightened animals transform
into loving companions;
• and the power that arises when we “speak for those
who have no voice.”

ANTI-MILL MOMENTUM
Best Friends Animal Society reports that over the
past decade, nearly 150 communities in 18 states
have banned the retail sale of dogs. Thirty-four of
those bans — including those in Boston, Las Vegas
and Philadelphia — were enacted just in the first
five months of 2016.

Online support — At avoiceforlilolive.com,
prospective donors can simply click on the “Support”
page and contribute through PayPal or via InDemand
at indiegogo.com. Our InDemand campaign continues
to allow people to make contributions and receive
perks even after our successful $85,000 campaign.
See more at tinyurl.com/lilolivefilm.

Meanwhile, at the federal level, the U.S.
Department of Agriculture recently made
online animal-breeding businesses subject
to inspection. It has also tightened rules on
importing puppies from overseas.

Personal checks may also be mailed to our
corporate office:
Shelter Island Films
813 Mesa Creek Drive
Monument, CO 80132

This is real progress, and it stems directly from
thousands of people telling their legislators that the
status quo cannot stand. Some of the most visible
among them have already signed on to support
A Voice for Lil Olive.

Tax-deductible giving — Thanks to the nonprofit
SitStaySpeakOut, all donations made outside of the
Indiegogo InDemand campaign are tax-deductible.
Contribute at sitstayspeakout.org.

MAKING THE LIL TEAM BIGGER
A Voice for Lil Olive needs your support.
To help bring this story to thousands of new people,
we are pursuing financial backing from individuals,
investors, veterinarian clinics, corporations and
more. Our goal is to make supporting A Voice for Lil
Olive as easy as falling in love with Lil Olive herself.
After all, without outside support this film would not
be made.

“I’m thrilled to be a part of A Voice for Lil Olive.
I honestly believe this film can really help put
puppy mills out of existence forever!”
~Kaley Cuoco, The Big Bang Theory

A puppy mill
in the rural
United States
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Director

Cinematographer

PETE SCHUERMANN

JEFF POINTER

Pete Schuermann is an established
Emmy-award winning filmmaker
with numerous film festival
acceptances for narrative feature,
documentary and short films that
affirm his credibility as a solid visual
storyteller. Pete was born on Long
Island and is currently a resident of
Monument, Colorado.

Jeff Pointer is a Heartland
Emmy award-winning
cinematographer who has shot
work that has made people
laugh out loud, cry, or tilt their
heads and ponder. His portfolio
includes everything from
national commercials, feature
films and documentaries, to
independent projects, slick
corporate videos, and intimate
films.

In 2005, Pete was approached
by Disney to direct and edit
Disneyland: Then, Now and Forever,
a retrospective piece celebrating
Disneyland’s 50th anniversary.
Following that, he completed the
nationally acclaimed documentary
HAZE (featuring Robin WrightPenn), which graphically examined
the beer-soaked party scene that
permeates the national university
and college environment. Next
up was the narrative feature The
Creep Behind the Camera, an edgy
dark comedy/docudrama that told
the story about the making of The
Creeping Terror, arguably the worst
monster movie ever.
A personal project for Pete — a
hug dog lover — was the touching
conditional, named “Best Narrative
Short Film” at the Orlando Film
Festival. This semi-biographical
nine-minute film celebrates the
unconditional love shown to us
by our favorite pets, in this case a
small pug.

An easygoing cinematographer with a charming
personality and a clear mission
— using light, lenses, angles
and intuition to aid the director
in top-notch storytelling
— Jeff has a extraordinary
understanding of the technical
and artistic aspects of
cinematography and believes
in mixing creativity with
preparation and efficiency.
Denver Post film critic Lisa
Kennedy called Jeff “one of
Denver’s best lensmen.” His
feature film credits include
Pete Schuermann’s The Creep
Behind the Camera, indie cult
favorite Ink, and the much
praised documentary When the
Dragon Swallowed the Sun.

Editor
DAVE WRUCK

Executive Producer
ASHLEY SCHUERMANN

Dave Wruck has spent 20 years
in the editing world, dividing
his time among documentaries,
narratives and commercials.
He’s edited feature-length
documentaries, such as The
LEGO Brickumentary with
Academy Award winner Daniel
Junge, short documentaries
with Rocky Mountain PBS and
Academy Award nominee Henry
Ansbacher, and feature-length
films like The Creep Behind the
Camera from Emmy Award
winner Pete Schuermann.

Although Ashley
Schuermann is a relative
newcomer to the film
world, she has a long
history in banking and
finance, having held a
variety of positions and
earning her FINRA Series
7, 6 and 63 securities
licenses.

Through partnerships with Made
Movement, Plus Productions,
Genesis Inc., BravoEcho and
Grenadier, Dave has produced
some fantastic spots for TGI
Fridays, Cinch Jeans, Canon USA,
Grand Rapids Public Museum,
and Case Logic.
Dave’s work has garnered him
five Emmys and multiple Telly
Awards, as well as awards from
the likes of the Starz Denver
International Film Festival, the
St. Louis International Film
Festival, Chamonix Adventure
Festival, Taos Shortz Film Fest,
Mountain Film Festival, Palm
Beach International Film Festival,
and Sidewalk Moving Pictures
Festival.

Ashley’s extensive
academic background
includes a BA in
Psychology; an MBA with
emphasis in marketing,
international business and
finance; and a Graduate
Accounting Certificate,
all from the University of
Colorado.
She’s also an experienced
community volunteer,
working with such
organizations as the
Junior League, the
American Cancer
Society, the Alzheimer’s
Association and the
Leukemia & Lymphoma
Society.

Executive Producer
KIRSTEN AKENS

Executive Producer
VICTORIA STILWELL

Kirsten Akens is an awardwinning journalist and editor
whose work has been featured
in newspapers, magazines,
books, online journals, and
internationally followed blogs.
During her seven years as
an editor and writer with the
Colorado Springs Independent
alternative newsweekly, she
was honored by regional
and national professional
organizations for her news
columns, as well as her stories
covering education, health, and
sports.

Victoria Stilwell is a world-renowned
dog trainer best known as the star of the
international hit TV series It’s Me or the
Dog as well as Greatest American Dog
on CBS, Dogs Might Fly on SkyOne, and
her hit web series about the real world of
police K-9s and their handlers, Guardians
of the Night. Having filmed more than 110
episodes of It’s Me or the Dog since 2005,
Stilwell is able to reach audiences in more
than 120 countries with her philosophy of
positive training methods. A best-selling
author, Stilwell appears frequently in
the media and is widely recognized as a
leader in the field of animal behavior.

While her current writing as
a freelancer focuses primarily
on travel, entertainment and
outdoor adventure, Kirsten
is always on the hunt for
ways to cover social issues
important to her — at the top
of that list, animal welfare and
rescue. For the past 10 years,
she has volunteered with the
Humane Society of the Pikes
Peak Region, walking and
fostering dogs, photographing
and marketing special events,
and writing copy for HSPPR’s,
annual reports, newsletters and
website.

Associate Producers
Rhonda Roberts
Heather Langton

Associate Producer /
Executive Consultant
JIM GARBER

A passionate advocate for positive dog
training methods, Stilwell is the editor-inchief of Positively.com, the founder of the
Victoria Stilwell Academy for Dog Training
& Behavior, and the CEO of Victoria
Stilwell Positively Dog Training – the
world’s premier global network of positive
reinforcement dog trainers.
The recipient of multiple awards, Stilwell
is committed to helping the cause of
animal rescue and rehabilitation and is
heavily involved in organizations around
the world to increase awareness of
puppy mills, dogfighting, animal abuse,
pet overpopulation, dog bite prevention
and other animal-related causes. She is
best known as a champion for fear-free
positive reinforcement dog training
methods. She serves on the advisory
boards of RedRover, The Grey Muzzle
Foundation, DogTV, Dognition and Canine
Assistants.

Creative
Greg Kleinert
Adrian Collins

After more than 40 years in Los
Angeles and Hollywood, Jim Garber
continues to expand his reach.
He recently served as executive
director on MacGillivray Freeman’s
National Parks Adventure, the 2016
documentary narrated by Robert
Redford and released to IMAX
audiences nationwide. Earlier in the
decade he directed sponsorship sales
for the USA Pavilion at Expo 2010
Shanghai China, a six-month “world’s
fair”-type event that attracted more
than 73 million people.
Since the mid-1980s Garber has
owned Victory Communications,
which specializes in tourism and
attraction-related marketing.
Victory’s capabilities cover
everything from ad sales and
promotions to the creation of
television programming. Clients
have included Brand USA, Sunset
magazine and Anaheim Resort
Transportation.
Before Victory, Garber spent nearly
15 years within the Walt Disney
family of companies, in which
he elevated to the level of vice
president of marketing. He briefly
returned to the Disney fold in 2007
as executive producer of Disneyland:
Secrets, Stories & Magic, the video
documentary directed by Pete
Schuermann.

Story Consultants
Pam & Kevin Horton

Activist / Actress / Model
LIL OLIVE
Lil Olive is a well-known advocate
for puppy mill survivors. She
brings 12½ years of experience as a
puppy-mill breeding momma to this
project, along with her incredible
passion to say “PPPFFFTTTTT” to
those terrible mills.
After leaving the puppy mill
environment, Lil Olive became a
professional diva, lounging in front
of the fireplace and riding in a cart
at PetSmart and Petco to do her
weekly shopping.
Once she discovered social media,
however, she founded the Lil Olive
Facebook page and spent many
hours writing to and interacting
with tens of thousands of friends
from all over the world. She has
engaged in many “Meet & Greets,”
letting her fans fawn all over her
while she’s napped.
Lil Olive has volunteered many
hours pawtographing photos of
herself to donate to rescues so
they could raise funds to help
rescue other animals in need, and
she has serenaded more Facebook
friends than she can count on their
birthdays. All of her work to help
end puppy mills earned her the
cover of the spring 2014 issue of
American Dog Magazine.
A huge football fan, Lil Olive
has regularly offered her skills
to the Denver Broncos as a
formative Waddleback, and as
a commentator and cheerleader
on “Denver Broncos Footyball
Whackadoo Sunnydays.”

“Puppy mill dogs need help, and Lil Olive is an
adorable ambassador for those who still need to
be rescued from the cruel puppy mill industry
and other dogs in need as well.”
~Humane Society of the United States
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CELEBRITIES
SPEAKING FOR
THOSE WHO
HAVE NO VOICE

A Voice for Lil Olive
celebrities to be
featured in the new
documentary coming
in

Kaley Cuoco
Ten years into her run as Penny on CBS’ The Big Bang Theory, Kaley Cuoco
is a certified pop-culture icon. Twice named Favorite TV Comedy Actress
in the People’s Choice Awards, Cuoco has also appeared in commercials
and movies, earned a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame, and hosted
awards shows. She has also been among the entertainment world’s most
vocal animal advocates. Outside of her work with the Humane Society of
the United States — which named her 2015 Humane Horseman of the Year
— Cuoco has hosted FOX’s All-Star Dog Rescue Celebration and routinely
shared her love of shelter dogs in the press and on social media.

Victoria Stilwell
Victoria Stilwell has perhaps done more to advance positivereinforcement dog training than anyone in the world. The star of
Animal Planet’s It’s Me or the Dog, Stilwell has also written two
best-selling books on dog training, is editor-in-chief of positively.
com, and distributes a Positively Podcast. She is particularly drawn
to rescue animals, and her Victoria Stilwell Foundation provides
both funding and expertise to small rescue organizations.

Linda Blair
Since earning an Academy Award nomination as possessed
12-year-old Regan MacNeil in The Exorcist, Linda Blair
has starred in it all: full-length and short films,
Broadway productions, TV. But through the
years, she’s become as well known for her
advocacy for the environment, health issues,
and human and animal rights. Her Linda Blair
Worldheart Foundation shelters rescued dogs
at its California facility and raises awareness of
animal welfare issues around the world.
Patrick Fabian
Having taken on roles from one end of the acting
spectrum (Saved by the Bell: The College Years) to
the other (The Last Exorcism), Patrick Fabian racked
up 100-plus IMDB credits over his first two decades
as an actor. But he entered a new level of celebrity in
2015 as Howard Hamlin on AMC’s Breaking Bad spinoff,
Better Call Saul. Having had his life changed by a
rescued shepherd/Lab mix, Fabian has long served as a
celebrity ambassador for Best Friends Animal Society.

HIGH-PROFILE LIL OLIVE SUPPORTERS
Mark Meer is the man behind Commander
Shepard’s tenor in the hugely popular Mass Effect
video game trilogy. In addition to voice work,
Meer has earned national recognition for comedy
writing and improvisation in his native Canada.
Known best as Cigarette Smoking Man in The
X-Files, William B. Davis has racked up more
than 100 Hollywood acting credits. Founder of
Vancouver’s William Davis Centre for Actors’ Study,
he has directed for theater, film and television.
After breaking through as Jack McPhee on
Dawson’s Creek, Kerr Smith starred in the
Hollywood film Final Destination and The WB’s
Charmed. He has also appeared in leading TV series
including The Closer, NCIS, and CSI: NY.
Laurel Harris has acted alongside Willem Dafoe
and Jane Seymour in Odd Thomas and Saige Paints
the Sky, respectively. Her résumé also includes
dance, choreography and award-winning television
production work.
Besides voicing the original Crow T. Robot on
Mystery Science Theater 3000, Trace Beaulieu
earned two Primetime Emmy nominations for his
writing on the show. He’s appeared on Freaks and
Geeks, Arrested Development and The West Wing.
Frank Conniff, the voice of Frank on Mystery
Science Theater 3000, also earned Primetime
Emmy nods for MST 3000 writing. He acted in and
wrote for Sabrina, the Teenage Witch, and helped
produce a season of The Drew Carey Show.
Ben Easter was named one of Cosmopolitan
magazine’s “Most Wanted Men” even before
appearing in the blockbuster film Pearl Harbor.
He has since acted in feature films as well as TV
movies and series such as Boston Public.
LeGrande Green earned four Daytime Emmy
Awards as a producer on The Oprah Winfrey Show.
He’s more front-and-center as host of Bold, a daily
podcast featuring “everyday people making huge
breakthroughs” in healthy living.
Danielle Ate the Sandwich, aka indie-folk musician
Danielle Anderson, has been touring nationally
since 2009. She has scored an HBO documentary
film, released five albums, and performed with
Mumford & Sons and Suzanne Vega.

